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Meeting Minutes 

Duralie Coal Community Consultative Committee Meeting 
Thursday 14 November 2013 

 
Attendees: 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill CCC Chair  Doug Gordon Duralie Coal Pty Ltd  
Cr Karen Hutchinson  Great Lakes Council  Tony Dwyer Duralie Coal Pty Ltd  
Alan Fisher-Webster CCC Member  Rachael Windrum Duralie Coal Pty Ltd 
Brian Eastoe  CCC Member  Michael Plain Duralie Coal Pty Ltd 
Donald Carroll  CCC Member  Corrina Merrick Duralie Coal Pty Ltd 
Rod Williams  CCC Member  
Ben Harrison – Department of Planning & Infrastructure 

 
 
1.  Site Tour 
 
A site tour was undertaken including the Clareval pit lookout, northern biodiversity offset area and 
the rehabilitation area prior to the meeting. 
 
2.  Welcome and Apologies 
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 1.50pm and advised the meeting was being recorded. 
 
Apologies:  Lisa Schiff, Tony Tersteeg and David Kitto. 
 
The Chair welcomed Mr Ben Harrison from the Department of Planning & Infrastructure. 

Mr Harrison introduced himself and gave an overview of the Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
(“The Department”) Compliance Branch as well as his role and answered questions of the CCC.  This 
included: 

 Gloucester area was formerly covered by The Department's Sydney office and is now covered 
by the Singleton office. 

 The Department is seeking to recruit an extra staff member to assist with the Hunter and 
Gloucester area. 

 The Department is responsible for mining compliance post approval.   

 The Department carries out “spot” checks at any time. 

 The Department will receive complaints but encourages the use of the Community Hotline so 
that the mine can investigate and resolve immediately. 

 By all means contact the Department if there is a belief that there has been a compliance 
breach. 

 Mr Harrison is happy to meet with local residents, groups, etc, to engage with the 
community. 

 Mr Harrison will be in the Gloucester area on an as need basis. 

 Mr Harrison is meeting with Danny Green at Gloucester Shire Council and Glen Hanford at 
Great Lakes Council.  

 The Department deals with compliance not the assessment process.  Mr Harrison does not 
know where the Stratford Extension Project assessment is currently up to as his role is 
compliance.   

 The Department does not attend all CCC meetings.  Mr Harrison is happy to attend once a 
year or as needed. 
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 The Department reports on compliance on a monthly basis.  There is also a Media Report 
provided to media outlets on compliance and key elements for that month.  The Department 
is looking to provide such report to the Gloucester Advocate.  The Reports are also available 
on the Department's website. 

 
3.  Declaration of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 
Ms MacDonald-Hill declared that she is the Independent Chair, approved by the Director-General of 

Planning & Infrastructure, a member of the Mine Subsidence Board, a member of the Minister’s 

Arbitration Panel, and Chair of the Ministerial committee of AGL (Hunter CCC) and Chair AGL’s 

Camden Gas Project CCC. 

4.  Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 1 August 2013 were confirmed with the notation that 
Mr Alan Fisher-Webster did attend the meeting but was not noted as attending on the Minutes. 
 
Moved: Rod Williams; Seconded Karen Hutchinson. 
 
5.  Business Arising from Previous Meeting 
 

1. A discussion on actioning items was held.  It was clarified that after any discussions by the 
Committee an action needs to be confirmed as an Action Item by the Committee to become 
an Action Item of that Meeting.   
 

2. Action Items: 
 

a. Action Item 1:  DCPL to request written confirmation from the EPA.  Upon receipt, 
DCPL to include the written advice with minutes of CCC meeting. 
 
The Committee received a copy of the correspondence from the EPA regarding the 
investigation into Unnamed Creek.    
 
Mr Eastoe expressed concern that what was in the Minutes about the issue was a 
little bit different to the EPA letter.  In the Minutes it was not addressed as an 
Incident which is a different interpretation from the EPA.   
 
Discussions continued regarding this matter in that the initial report was not made 
direct to DCPL but was made via Great Lakes Council.    
 
Mr Eastoe also raised mulching and compliance with the EPA. 
 
Mr Eastoe was concerned that incidents may be happening but DCPL does not advise 
the CCC.  Discussions continued on what is an incident and what is a significant or 
major or potential incident which could cover a broad spectrum of areas.  The Chair 
advised that Incidents are reported on an annual basis. 
 
DCPL advised that complaints are recorded but this was an abnormality in that it was 
reported outside of the company.  Reportable Incidents are made available publicly.  
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Mr Harrison discussed that if it is a Reportable Incident then it has a process to be 
followed.  Regulators will investigate.   
 
The Chair clarified that an Action be requested that DCPL is to consider advising the 
Committee of any significant incident.  

 
Action Item 1:   That DCPL is to consider advising the Committee of any significant 
incident and report the outcome to the Committee in accordance with the Committee 
Guidelines.   
  

b. Action Item 2:  Mr Eastoe to draft advertisement for local paper advising of the 
community drop-in session and interest points from the last meeting.  Chair to 
circulate to CCC for comment. 
 
Copy was circulated to members for comment. 

 
3. Update on rural property agent’s report: 

 
DCPL advised that a Report has been received from Webb Bros on the back of an Audit of 
Company owned land.   It is currently being considered and relates to infrastructure required 
for ongoing maintenance, provides recommendation of amalgamation of some lands 
throughout the valley. 
 
Mr Williams requested a copy of the Report.  DCPL advised that it would not provide a copy 
as rural land is separate from mining activities.   
 
Mr Harrison advised that if DCPL does not have to buy the land for Biodiversity Offset Area 
then it is just land Yancoal owns which is a private commercial management matter.  
Biodiversity is within the project whether on site or near site.  DCPL advised that they will not 
generalise about what they will be doing with the company owned land. 

 
Discussions ensued regarding the Committee's role and the Committee seeking a copy of the 
report.  Discussions also centred on biodiversity and dams and also waste water being under-
utilised off site.   
 
Mr Harrison advised that Duralie is a no discharge mine.  DCPL must retain that water on site.  
He advised that he thought it would be unwise to start to talk about land that is in control of 
DCPL whether they had to buy it or not.  Land regulated is what the CCC pertains too.   
 
The Chair raised the question:  Is it possible at the end of mine life to look at different 
strategies and water sharing resources? 
 
Mr Eastoe raised the question of why can’t the community start working with DCPL so they 
don’t have to build another dam?  Utilise the water off site. 
 
Mr Harrison advised legal constraint on water being taken off site.  However should there be 
another modification consider all options but obviously discharge is not high on everyone’s 
list.  

 
4. Request for Environmental Monitoring Report to be included with CCC minutes on Duralie 

Coal website: 
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Completed. 
 

5. Proposed change to locations included in surface water monitoring report for CCC: 
 
Mr Eastoe referred to the Minutes from 1 August 2013, Page 3,  4th line, being “DCPL advised, 
for CCC notations, that it proposes to change the information provided of water monitoring, 
to providing relevant information as required by the Project Approval, but removing surplus 
monitoring detail.”  DCPL advised that it was put to the Committee that the complexity of the 
graph could be lessened by presenting key points not all points.  It was discussed that 
Upstream and Downstream be provided rather than presenting all sites along the area.  
There is no change to the information provided. 
 

6. Quarterly noise monitoring report availability – to B. Eastoe: 
 
Provided to Mr Eastoe. 

 
Mr Eastoe commented that mine noise appeared compliant but was concerned at some of 
the rail noise which did not seem to be as compliant.  DCPL advised that the rail criteria does 
not apply to the Licence Conditions, they are noise goals from the Management Plan.  DCPL 
also advised that there is a slight difference in the October train report due to some 
modelling with the goal criteria’s. 
  
Mr Eastoe commented that the temperature inversion issue eliminates noise resulting in the 
outcome not being taken into account.  Is it possible to have the sampling done when there 
is no temperature inversion?  DCPL advised that they report on all outcomes.  
 

7. Duralie Visual Screen update: 
 

The Chair advised that The Department replied to Council's letter (letters not tabled as not 
addressed to CCC).  Council’s requirements could not be achieved and The Department 
wrote back to DCPL (Mark Jacobs) and stated what needs to be done.  Council had requested 
monetary contribution for environmental amenities in the area.  Ms Hutchinson advised that 
at this stage there is no final outcome with the Department. 
 
DCPL advised that the pylons are to be lowered to the same level as the screen with works 
commencing next week.  Thereafter vegetation of the screen area will commence. 
  

8. Chair to send an Annual Report to the Director General: 
 
Report sent to the Director General.   
 

9. Great Lakes Council Catchment Plan – objectives for 2013/2014: 
 

Ms Lisa Schiff had previously agreed to provide within the Council's reporting time frame but 

was absent from the meeting so this Item could not be discussed.   

 

Noted that Mr Eastoe has similarly requested the Report. 

 

10. Site Tour suggestion by Mr Carroll: 
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Rehabilitation included into today’s site tour.  Donaldson suggestion discussed in General 

Business. 

 

11. Mine Conference: 

 

Mr Rod Williams advised that he did not make the Mine Conference. 

6.  Correspondence 
 
In: 

a. 28/8/2013:  Thank you from Milton Morris. 
b. Email 8/10/20313 from DCPL attaching EPA letter. 

c. Letter 15/10/2013 from DCPL enclosing Annual Review. 

d. Email 5/11/2013 from DCPL on Giant Barred Frog Monitoring. 

Out: 

a. Letter 2/8/013 to DG DP&I on CCC activities.  

b. Condolence card 6/8/2013 to Milton Morris. 
c. Email 8/10/2013 to CCC media article for drop in and invitation to "Night Life of Stroud". 

d. Email 9/10/2013 to CCC forwarding DCPL email & attachment.  

e. Email 10/11/2013 to CCC forwarding DCPL email 5/11/13 on Giant Barred Frog Monitoring 
Report. 

 
7.  Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
 
DCPL presented the Company Reports and Overview of Activities.   
 

1. Progress at the mine – operational issues: 
Mr Dwyer provided the Third Quarter total waste and coal bcm.   

 
2. Environmental Monitoring Performance: 

Mr Plain gave an update on Management Plans including the Giant Barred Frog Management 
Plan.  Mr Carroll and Ms Hutchinson advised that they, along with others, attended the 
information night "Night Life of Stroud" at Stroud and were impressed with the information 
provided. 
 
Mr Williams advised that he can hear a noise – evaporative fan maybe.  Thought it was train 
loading.  He will ring the complaints line when he hears it again, noting it was not all the 
time.   

 
3. Community Support Program: 

Mrs Windrum gave an overview of the Groups who received funding from the September 
allocations for the Community Support Program.   A total of 18 projects throughout the 
valley and a variety of projects.  During the current economic conditions DCPL are still 
supportive of the community as the Community Support Program funding is outside of the 
conditional funding. 
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Mr Eastoe on behalf of the Committee commended DCPL for making this non-compulsory 
contribution to the community. 

 
 
8.  General Business 
 

1. The Chair advised that the 2013 Annual Review is available on the website. 
 

2. Mr Carroll suggested that the CCC visit Donaldson Mine site to have a look at the rehab 
process carried out at that site.  Discussion on logistics of attending and the difference of the 
mine and landscape.  The Chair actioned that DCPL provide images first and thereafter 
consider whether site visit beneficial or not. 
 

Action Item 2:   DCPL to provide images of rehab undertaken at Donaldson Mine. 
  

3. Mr Eastoe commented that the surface water electrical conductivity appeared high for 
Cheerup Road during the dry period and remained high in June when wet.  DCPL advised that 
SW2 is no longer a Licence Condition, SW10 monitors sites upstream. Mr Eastoe raised the 
downstream Mammy Johnsons River sites which were above 400 and asked whether they 
had activated the first flush trigger.  DCPL advised that the First Flush trigger has been 
diverting all runoff from irrigation areas in the Main Water Dam diversion drains into the 
Main Water Dam while the Mammy Johnsons River readings at Highnoon have been above 
400µS/cm.   

 
Mr Eastoe asked about some sites not appearing on the graph in July and August.  DCPL 
advised the graph is a rolling average and that some sites still appear on the graph as 
requested by the CCC. 
 

4. Mr Carroll asked whether the GBF surveyors have insurance when they are on other 
properties.  DCPL advised that they fall under a company insurance policy for their work and 
that any engagement contractors must have full insurance coverage. 
 

5. The Chair proposed the following meeting dates for 2014:  13 February, 8 May, 7 August, and 
6 November.  Duralie to be held of an afternoon starting at 1pm finishing 3pm. 
 

6. DCPL advised that the Stratford CCC would like to visit the Duralie site and vice versa.  The 
Duralie CCC could look at the rehab work that is being undertaken at Stratford at that time.  

 
7. The Chair wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  The Chair thanked the 

CCC for their contribution throughout the year. 
 
The Meeting closed at 4.05pm. 
 
 
Summary of Action Items from this meeting: 

 
1. Action Item 1:   That DCPL is to consider advising the Committee of any significant incident 

and report the outcome to the Committee in accordance with the Committee Guidelines.   
 

2. Action Item 2:   DCPL to provide images of rehab undertaken at Donaldson Mine  
 


